COMM 310 – Sports Reporting 
St. John Fisher College – Fall 2017
Instructor: Courtney Haupt, Basil 014   E-mail: chaupt@sjfc.edu
Office hours: 1:30 – 3 p.m. Tuesdays and 10:30 a.m. – 12 p.m. Wednesdays. 
Required Reading
· Field Guide to Covering Sports (2nd Edition), Joe Gisondi, Sage/CQ Press, ISBN 9781506315683
· Numerous online and PDF readings that will be available through Blackboard
· Regular reading of ESPN.com, SI.com and the Democrat and Chronicle sports section 
Recommended Reading

· AP Stylebook 
· The Best American Sportswriting (2016 or 2017)
Course Description and objectives 
Students will develop basic sports writing and reporting skills through a combination of in-class and out-of-class assignments, with an emphasis placed on deadline writing. Students will also produce content for a variety of platforms, including print, web, video and podcast. 

Computer use/classroom behavior policy
The computers are to be used for assigned classwork ONLY. Any student found doing non-class-related activities during class time will be marked absent that day and will receive no credit for any in-class assignments. The same restrictions apply to use of cell phones and tablets.
Attendance Policy

Attendance is mandatory and 15% of your final grade will be dependent on attendance and class participation. Guidelines are on the next page of the syllabus, under class participation. Because we only meet twice a week, it’s also important to get to class on time. Being late twice will result in an un-excused absence.

Deadlines/Late assignments 

Meeting deadlines is an important part of any job in the communications field, and will be in this class. A full letter grade (10%) will be deducted for each day the assignment is turned in after its due date, including weekends, holidays and other days class is not in session. 
Early Review
Students may submit any assignment in advance of its final due date – generally three to five days before – to earn an ungraded critique. This will give students an opportunity to revise their work before submitting it for a grade.
Grading

Name       




Points 
Beat coverage




100
Game coverage (150 points each) 

300

Feature final project



250

Profile





200

Class participation/attendance

150 
_________________________________________
Total





1000
Beat coverage (10%): You will each be assigned one of seven beats – NFL, NBA, NHL, MLB, motorsports, soccer or golf/tennis – and must stay up-to-date on any news, scores and moves on that beat. You will choose one week at any point during the semester and create four blog posts of 200-300 words on your assigned topic. More guidelines to come. 
Game coverage (30%): You will cover two St. John Fisher games in person during the semester. If you are a member of a team, you cannot write about that team (it’s a conflict of interest). If you would like to write about another event (i.e. high school or professional sports), you must clear it with me first. Each story will be worth 15% of your final grade. 
Feature final project (25%): You will write a magazine-length feature story (650-800 words) on a sports subject of your choice for the web. It must include at least three sources, as well as one multimedia element. An assignment sheet will be handed out on 10/10. 
Profile (20%): You will write a 500-600-word profile on a person of your choice. The story should examine some aspect of the person’s life, and must include quotes from at least two people besides the subject. An assignment sheet will be handed out on 10/31.
Class participation/Attendance (15%): A total of 150 points will be available for class participation and attendance. Throughout the semester, there will be numerous in-class assignments. These will generally be worth 5 or 15 points (for bigger assignments), and will account for a maximum of 125 points. Class attendance is worth a maximum of 25 points. If you are sick or can’t attend class for whatever reason, I expect an email explaining the absence (just like you would for any employer). For every un-excused absence, 1 point will be deducted from your attendance grade, and you will not receive points for any in-class assignments.
All assignments will receive a numerical grade. The final course grade will be based on an average of individual assignment grades.
A  = 97-100 grade points

A  = 93-96 

A– = 90-92

B+ = 87-89 grade points 

B  = 83-86 

B– = 80-82

C+ = 77-79 grade points

C = 73-76 

C– = 70-72

D+ = 67-69 grade points

D  = 63-66 

D– = 60-62

            F   = 59 or fewer

Academic Honesty/Conflicts of Interest

The work students submit must be 100 percent their own. Anything else is plagiarism, which is a serious offense both academically and professionally. Communications professionals who plagiarize the work of others are fired from their jobs; students can expect severe repercussions as well, starting with a grade of ZERO on any assignment that the instructor discovers has been plagiarized or fabricated. Plagiarism also is punishable by further sanctions, determined by the vice president for student affairs.

Class cancellations

If class must be canceled (because of instructor illness, for example) an e-mail notification will be sent to all student accounts using Blackboard. College closings for weather are announced on local TV and radio and on the college intranet page.
College Policy Concerning Students with Disabilities

In compliance with St. John Fisher College policy and applicable laws, appropriate academic accommodations are available to you if you are a student with a disability. All requests for accommodations must be supported by appropriate documentation/diagnosis and determined reasonable by St. John Fisher College. Students with documented disabilities (physical, learning, psychological) and who may need academic accommodations are advised to refer to the Disability Services website (http://home.sjfc.edu/AcademicAffairs/Disabilities/DisabilityOverview.asp) Questions should be directed to the Coordinator of Disability Services in the Academic Support Center, Kearney 202. Late notification will delay requested accommodations. 

College Policy Toward Research Involving Human Subjects 

Learning about the research process includes learning about the protection of the rights of human subjects (participants). Students in courses which include the collection of data from human subjects must comply with Institutional Review Board policies and procedures which protect the rights of human subjects. This protection includes informed consent, as well as measures to promote the confidentiality of the data which is collected.  Students involved with course related data collection should speak with course faculty to learn about Institutional Review Board policies relevant to the course project. Copies of the St. John Fisher Institutional Review Board Policies and Procedures are available in the Office of Academic Affairs, in the Kearney Building room 202, or on the IRB web page at http://home.sjfc.edu/institutionalreviewboard.
COMM 310 – Sports Reporting
Class and Assignment Schedule Fall 2017
Date


Class Topic


Reading

Assignment Due
Thurs. Sept. 7

Introduction



Tues. Sept. 12
Story Basics


Field Guide









Chapter 1 and 2
Thurs. Sept. 14 
Writing Game Stories

Check BB
Tues. Sept. 19

Writing Game Stories 
Check BB

 

(continued) 






Thurs. Sept. 21 
Writing Game Stories 
Check BB

First game story
(continued) 





assignment distributed
Tues. Sept. 26

Finding Sources 

Check BB

Beat coverage 









assignment distributed 
Thurs. Sept. 28
Interviewing


Field Guide









Chapter 3
Tues. Oct. 3

Social Media


Field Guide












Chapter 8




Thurs. Oct. 5

Peer Review Day

Check BB

First game story due
Tues. Oct. 10

Alternative Leads

Check BB

Final project 



assignment distributed
Thurs. Oct. 12

Writing on Deadline

Check BB
Tues. Oct. 17

Previews and 


Check BB

Second game story




Follows


 


assignment distributed
Thurs. Oct. 19

Previews and 


Check BB





Follows (continued)
Tues. Oct. 24

Feature Stories

Field Guide



Chapter 4
Date


Class Topic


Reading

Assignment Due
Thurs. Oct. 26

Profiles


Check BB

 
Tues. Oct. 31

Peer Review Day

Check BB

Second game story due










Profile assigned  
Thurs. Nov. 2

Columns


Field Guide

Project proposal due







Chapter 5
Tues. Nov. 7

Columns/


Field Guide


 



Writing for the Web

Chapter 9




Thurs. Nov. 9

Sports and Video

Check BB
Tues. Nov. 14

Sports and Video

Check BB



(continued)
Thurs. Nov. 16
Podcast


Check BB 



Tues. Nov. 21

Podcast 


Check BB





(continued)
Thurs. Nov. 23
No class – Thanksgiving break

Tues. Nov. 28

Ethics and Conduct

Field Guide










Pages 323-329
Thurs. Nov. 30
Peer Review Day

Check BB

Profile due
Tues. Dec. 5

Writing Day
Thurs. Dec. 7

Writing Day
Exam Period:

Presentations in Final Exam block

Dec. 11-16

Date/time TBA

**NOTE: This schedule is subject to change**
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